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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR,PN 

SUBJECT: TREATY NEGOTIATIONS - MEDIA COVERAGE 

SUMMARY: COVERAGE OE NEGOTIATIONS REMAINS NON-SUBSTANTIVE 
AND THERE IS STILL NO DEFINABLE "LINE" VISIBLE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN A TELEVISION STORY EVENING OF MAY 19, CHANNEL 4 
NEWS DIRECTOR ELETA SAID EROM WASHINGTON THAT BOTH 
NEGOTIATING TEAMS WERE KEEPING SILENT ABOUT THEIR 
DISCUSSIONS, WHICH HE SAID DEALT YESTERDAY WITH NEUTRALITY, 

CANAL ENTITY AND CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES. HE SAW IN MEETING 
BETWEEN PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR LEWIS AND NATIONAL 
SECURITY ADVISER BRZEZINSKI A REAFFIRMATION OF CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION’S WILL TO CONCLUDE A NEW TREATY. HE ALSO 
ANNOUNCED THAT LEWIS, ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR JORDEN, 

HAD TRAVELLED TO HOUSTON TO BRIEF PRESIDENT LAKAS. 

(FBIS/PANAMA PA 200440Y.) 

2. ALL GOP-GUIDED ERSA PAPERS EDITORIALIZED ON 
NEGOTIATIONS. AFTERNOON "REPUBLICA" MAY 19 SAW 
THE APPROACHING END OF A LONG AND DIFFICULT 

ROAD, BUT WARNED AGAINST PREMATURE OPTIMISM. MAY 20 
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"CRITICA" GLOSS ON TORRIJOS' INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 
PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATORS CONCLUDED, "NOT A STEP BACKWARD". 
"MATUTINO", EOR SECOND DAY IN A ROW, CAUTIONED THAT 
NEWS REPORTS, SUCH AS RECENT UPI STORY ON CONGRESSIONAL 
OPPOSITION TO A TREATY, MUST B CAREFULLY INTERPRETED. 

IT SAID THAT USG WAS IN BEST POSITION TO PUT THE 
FACTS BEFORE ITS CONGRESS AND PEOPLE. 
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3. STRAIGHT NEWS COVERAGE WAS SCANTY AND INSUBSTANTIAL 
WIRE SERVICE lEMS. 

4. "ESTRELLA" AND "STAR AND HERALD" BOTH REPRINTED 
MARLISE SIMONS' "WASHINGTON POST" ARTICLE OF 
MAY 19 REBUTTING TORRIJOS" DENIAL OF HER EARLIER 
STORY. ERSA PAPERS IGNORED IT, BUT SOME RADIO 
STATIONS REPORTED ON IT. THERE HAS BEEN NO 
MEDIA COMMENT OR REACTION TO HER SECOND STORY 
AS YET. 

5. "STAR AND HERALD" CARRIED A FRONT-PAGE RELEASE 

BY PANCANAL INEORMATION OFEICE RELATING TO TUESDAY'S 
INCIDENT OF A PANAMANIAN WOUNDED BY A CANAL ZONE 
POLICE OFEICER. "ESTRELLA " PRINTED THIS RELEASE 
ON BACK PAGE. IT WAS CARRIED ON US ARMED FORCES 
RADIO/TV MAY 19, BUT NOT ON PANAMANIAN BROADCAST 
MEDIA THAT WE KNOW OF. ERSA PAPERS TOOK NO NOTICE 
OF THIS REALEASE; THEIR COVERAGE AND COMMENT ON 
THE SHOOTING INCIDENT DWINDLED TO A EEW ITEMS ON 
PAGE 18 OF "CRITICA". 

6. COMMENT THERE IS STILL NO DEEINABLE "LINE" 

TAKEN BY MEDIA COVERAGE HERE. BUT GOP-GUIDED MEDIA 
APPEAR TO BE TRYING NOT TO DO ANYTHING TO PREJUDICE 
WHATEVER "LINE" MAY SOONER OR LATER BE DIRECTED 
FOR THEM. END COMMENT. 

GONZALEZ 
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